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A Bill of Rights is what the people are entitled to
against every government, and what no just
government should refuse, or rest on inference.

But friendship is precious, not only in the shade,
but in the sunshine of life, and thanks to a
benevolent arrangement the greater part of life is
sunshine.
Determine never to be idle. No person will have
occasion to complain of the want of time who
never loses any. It is wonderful how much may be
done if we are always doing.

Educate and inform the whole mass of the
people... They are the only sure reliance for the
preservation of our liberty.

I never will, by any word or act, bow to the shrine
of intolerance or admit a right of inquiry into the
religious opinions of others.

Jefferson’s Gravestone

An excerpt from the Declaration of Independence, 4th July 1776

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands
which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate
and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the
opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.-That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the
consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it
is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation
on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their
Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be
changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more
disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which
they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same
Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw
off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.--Such has been the patient
sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former
Systems of Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries
and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States.

An excerpt from Jefferson’s First Inaugural Address,4th March 1801

…though the will of the majority is in all cases to prevail, that will to be rightful must be reasonable; that
the minority possess their equal rights, which equal law must protect, and to violate would be oppression.
Let us, then, fellow-citizens, unite with one heart and one mind. Let us restore to social intercourse that
harmony and affection without which liberty and even life itself are but dreary things. And let us reflect
that, having banished from our land that religious intolerance under which mankind so long bled and
suffered, we have yet gained little if we countenance a political intolerance as despotic, as wicked, and
capable of as bitter and bloody persecutions. During the throes and convulsions of the ancient world,
during the agonizing spasms of infuriated man, seeking through blood and slaughter his long-lost liberty, it
was not wonderful that the agitation of the billows should reach even this distant and peaceful shore; that
this should be more felt and feared by some and less by others, and should divide opinions as to measures
of safety. But every difference of opinion is not a difference of principle. We have called by different names
brethren of the same principle. We are all Republicans, we are all Federalists.

