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Excerpt from the text of the Louisiana Purchase Treaty between the US and France, 1803 
Source: National Archives and Records Administration 

TREATY BETWEEN 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
AND THE FRENCH REPUBLIC 

Article I 
Whereas by the Article the third of the Treaty concluded at St Ildefonso the 9th Vendé miaire 
an 9/1st October 1800 between the First Consul of the French Republic and his Catholic Majesty 
it was agreed as follows. 

"His Catholic Majesty promises and engages on his part to cede to the French Republic six 
months after the full and entire execution of the conditions and Stipulations herein relative to 
his Royal Highness the Duke of Parma, the Colony or Province of Louisiana with the Same 
extent that it now has in the hand of Spain, & that it had when France possessed it; and Such as 
it Should be after the Treaties subsequently entered into between Spain and other States." 

And whereas in pursuance of the Treaty and particularly of the third article the French Republic 
has an incontestible title to the domain and to the possession of the said Territory--The First 
Consul of the French Republic desiring to give to the Unit ed States a strong proof of his 
friendship doth hereby cede to the United States in the name of the French Republic forever 
and in full Sovereignty the said territory with all its rights and appurtenances as fully and in the 
Same manner as they have been acquired by the French Republic in virtue of the above 
mentioned Treaty concluded with his Catholic Majesty. 

Art: II 
In the cession made by the preceeding article are included the adjacent Islands belonging to 
Louisiana all public lots and Squares, vacant lands and all public buildings, fortifications, 
barracks and other edifices which are not private property.--The Archives, papers & documents 
relative to the domain and Sovereignty of Louisiana and its dependances will be left in the 
possession of the Commissaries of the United States, and copies will be afterwards given in due 
form to the Magistrates and Municipal officers of such of the said papers and documents as 
may be necessary to them. 
 

Art: III 
The inhabitants of the ceded territory shall be incorporated in the Union of the United States 
and admitted as soon as possible according to the principles of the federal Constitution to the 
enjoyment of all these rights, advantages and immunities of citizens of the United States, and in 
the mean time they shall be maintained and protected in the free enjoyment of their liberty, 
property and the Religion which they profess. 



Document 2 

Excerpt from Thomas Jefferson’s Instructions to Meriwether Lewis, June 20, 1803 Source: US 
Library of Congress 

“The object of your mission is to explore the Missouri river, & such principal stream of it as by 
it's course and communication with the waters of the Pacific ocean whether the Columbia, 
Oregon, Colorado or any other river may offer the most direct & practicable water 
communication across this continent for the purposes of commerce… 

Your observations are to be taken with great pains & accuracy, to be entered distinctly & 
intelligibly for others, as well as yourself, to comprehend all the elements necessary, with the 
aid of the usual tables, to fix the latitude and longitude of the places at which they were taken, 
and are to be rendered to the war office for the purpose of having the calculations made 
concurrently by proper persons within the US. several copies of these as well as of your other 
notes should be made at leisure times, & put into the care of the most trust-worthy of your 
attendants, to guard by multiplying them against the accidental losses to which they will be 
exposed. A further guard would be that one these copies be on the paper of the birch, as less 
liable to injury from damp than common paper. 

The commerce which may be carried on with the people inhabiting the line your will pursue, 
renders a knolege of those people important. You will therefore endeavour to make yourself 
acquainted <with> as far as a diligent pursuit of your journey shall admit, with the names of the 
nations & their numbers; 

the extent & limits of their possessions; their relations with other tribes of nations; their 
language, traditions, monuments; 

their ordinary occupations in agriculture, fishing, hunting, war, arts & the implements for these; 
their food, clothing, & domestic accomodations; 

the diseases prevalent among them, & the remedies they use; 
moral & physical circumstances which distinguish them from the tribes we know; peculiarities 
in their laws, customs & dispositions; and articles of commerce they may need or furnish & to 
what extent. 

And considering the interest which every nation has in extending & strengthening the authority 
of reason & justice among the people around them, it will be useful to acquire what knolege 
you can of the state of morality, religion, & information among them; as it may better enable 
those who may endeavor to civilize & instruct them, to adapt their measures to the existing 
notions & practices of those on whom they are to operate. 

Other objects worthy of notice will be the soil & face of the country it's growth & vegetable 
productions, especially those not of the US. 

the animals of the country generally, & especially those not known in the US. the remains & 
accounts of any which may be deemed rare or extinct; 



the mineral productions of every kind; but more particularly metals; limestone, pit-coal, & salt- 
petre; salines & mineral waters, noting the temperature of the last & such circumstances as 
may indicate their character; 

volcanic appearances; 

climate, as characterized by the thermometer, by the proportion of rainy, cloudy, & clear days, 
by lightening, hail, snow, ice, by the access & recess of frost, by the winds prevailing at different 
seasons, the dates at which particular plants put forth or lose their flower, or leaf, times of 
appearance of particular birds, reptiles or insects.” 

Document 3 
Excerpt from Chapter 19, Thomas Jefferson’s Notes on the State of Virginia, Published 1784 
Source: Learn NC 

The political oeconomists of Europe have established it as a principle that every state should 
endeavour to manufacture for itself: and this principle, like many others, we transfer to 
America, without calculating the difference of circumstance which should often produce a 
difference of result. In Europe the lands are either cultivated, or locked up against the 
cultivator. Manufacture must therefore be resorted to of necessity not of choice, to support the 
surplus of their people. But we have an immensity of land courting the industry of the 
husbandman. Is it best then that all our citizens should be employed in its improvement, or that 
one half should be called off from that to exercise manufactures and handicraft arts for the 
other? Those who labour in the earth are the chosen people of God, if ever he had a chosen 
people, whose breasts he has made his peculiar deposit for substantial and genuine virtue. It is 
the focus in which he keeps alive that sacred fire, which otherwise might escape from the face 
of the earth. Corruption of morals in the mass of cultivators is a phaenomenon of which no age 
nor nation has furnished an example. It is the mark set on those, who not looking up to heaven, 
to their own soil and industry, as does the husbandman, for their subsistance, depend for it on 
the casualties and caprice of customers. 

Document 4 

Excerpt from Pinckney’s Treaty Between Spain and the United States, October 27, 1795 Source: 
Yale Law School, Avalon Project 

ART. II. 

To prevent all disputes on the subject of the boundaries which separate the territories of the 
two High contracting Parties, it is hereby declared and agreed as follows: to wit: The Southern 
boundary of the United States which divides their territory from the Spanish Colonies of East 



and West Florida, shall be designated by a line beginning on the River Mississipi at the 
Northermost part of the thirty first degree of latitude North of the Equator, which from thence 
shall be drawn due East to the 

 
middle of the River Apalachicola or Catahouche, thence along the middle thereof to its junction 
with the Flint, thence straight to the head of St Mary's River, and thence down the middle there 
of to the Atlantic Occean. And it is agreed that if there should be any troops, Garrisons or 
settlements of either Party in the territory of the other according to the above mentioned 
boundaries, they shall be withdrawn from the said territory within the term of six months after 
the ratification of this treaty or sooner if it be possible and that they shall be permitted to take 
with them all the goods and effects which they possess. 

ART. XXII. 

The two high contracting Parties hopping that the good correspondence and friendship which 
happily reigns between them will be further increased by this Treaty, and that it will contribute 
to augment their prosperity and opulence, will in future give to their mutual commerce all the 
extension and favor which the advantage of both Countries may require; and in consequence of 
the stipulations contained in the IV. article his Catholic Majesty will permit the Citizens of the 
United States for the space of three years from this time to deposit their merchandise and 
effects in the Port of New Orleans, and to export them from thence without paying any other 
duty than a fair price for the hire of the stores, and his Majesty promises either to continue this 
permission if he finds during that time that it is not prejudicial to the interests of Spain, or if he 
should not agree to continue it there, he will assign to them on another part of the banks of the 
Mississipi an equivalent establishment. 

Document 5 
A map depicting US territorial growth as of 1810 

Source: Perry-Castaneda Library Map Collection, University of Texas 

Document 6 

Excerpt from a letter from President Jefferson to William Henry Harrison, Governor of Indiana; 
February 27, 1803 

Source: Jefferson Papers First Series, volume 9, no 208 

You will receive herewith an answer to your letter as President of the Convention; and from the 
Secretary at War you receive from time to time information and instructions as to our Indian 
affairs. There communications being for the public records are restrained always to particular 
objects and occasions. But this letter being unofficial, and private, I may with safety give you a 
more extensive view of our policy respecting the Indians, that you may better comprehend the 
parts dealt out to you in detail through the official channel, and observing the system of which 
they make a part, conduct yourself in unison with it in cases where you are obliged to act 



without instruction. [The] system is to live in perpetual peace with the Indians, to cultivate an 
affectionate attachment from them, by every thing just & liberal which we can [offer?] them 
within the bounds of reason, and by giving them effectual protection against wrongs from our 
own people. The decrease of game rendering their subsistence by hunting insufficient, we wish 
to draw them to agriculture, to spinning and weaving. The latter branches they take up with 
great readiness, because they fall to the women, who gain by quitting the labours of the field 
[for] these which are exercised within doors. When they withdraw themselves to the culture of 
a small piece of land, they will perceive how useless to them are their extensive forests, and will 
be willing to pare them off from time to time in exchange for necessaries for their farms & 
families. To promote this disposition to exchange lands which they have to spare and we want 
for necessaries, which have to spare and they want, we shall push our trading houses, and be 
glad to see the good and influential individuals among them run in debt, because we observe 
that when these debts get beyond what the individuals can pay, they become willing to lop 
them off by a cession of lands. At our trading houses too we mean to sell so low as merely to 
repay cost and charges so as neither to lessen or enlarge our capital. This is what private 
traders cannot do, for they must gain; they will consequently retire from the competition, and 
we shall thus get clear of this pest without giving offence or umbrage to the Indians. In this way 
our settlements will gradually circumscribe and approach the Indians, and they will in time 
either incorporate with us as citizens of the United States or remove beyond the Missisipi. The 
former is certainly the termination of their history most happy for themselves. But in the whole 
course of this, it is essential to cultivate their love. As to their fear, we presume that our 
strength and their weakness is now so visible that they must see we have only to shut our hand 
to crush them, and that all our liberalities to them proceed from motives of pure humanity 
only. Should any tribe be fool-hardy enough to take up the hatchet at any time, the seizing the 
whole country of that tribe and driving them across the Missisipi, as the only condition of 
peace, would be an example to others, and a furtherance of our final consolidation. 
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Maps comparing the spread of slavery based on US Census data, 1800 and 1810 Source: Lincoln 
Mullen, "The Spread of U.S. Slavery, 1790–1860," interactive map, 
http://lincolnmullen.com/projects/slavery/, doi: 10.5281/zenodo.9825. 

 


