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. . . The events of the last few days have revealed a new and significant dimension in this matter. The militants
controlling the Embassy have stated they are willing to turn the hostages over to the Government of Iran, but the
Government has refused to take custody of the American hostages. This lays bare the full responsibility of the Ayatollah
Khomeini and the Revolutionary Council for the continued illegal and outrageous holding of the innocent hostages. The
Iranian Government can no longer escape full responsibility by hiding behind the militants at the Embassy.
It must be made clear that the failure to release the hostages will involve increasingly heavy costs to Iran and to its
interests. I have today ordered the following steps.
First, the United States of America is breaking diplomatic relations with the Government of Iran. The Secretary of State
has informed the Government of Iran that its Embassy and consulates in the United States are to be closed immediately.
All Iranian diplomatic and consular officials have been declared persona non grata and must leave this country by
midnight tomorrow.
Second, the Secretary of the Treasury will put into effect official sanctions prohibiting exports from the United States to
Iran, in accordance with the sanctions approved by 10 members of the United Nations Security Council on January 13 in
the resolution which was vetoed by the Soviet Union. Although shipment of food and medicine were not included in the
U.N. Security Council vote, it is expected that exports even of these items to Iran will be minimal or nonexistent. . . .
In order to minimize injury to the hostages, the United States has acted at all times with exceptional patience and
restraint in this crisis. We have supported Secretary-General Waldheim's activities under the U.N. Security Council
mandate to work for a peaceful solution. We will continue to consult with our allies and other friendly governments on
the steps we are now taking and on additional measures which may be required.
I am committed to resolving this crisis. I am committed to the safe return of the American hostages and to the
preservation of our national honor. . . .
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Late yesterday, I cancelled a carefully planned operation which was underway in Iran to position our rescue team for
later withdrawal of American hostages, who have been held captive there since November 4. Equipment failure in the
rescue helicopters made it necessary to end the mission.
As our team was withdrawing, after my order to do so, two of our American aircraft collided on the ground following a
refueling operation in a remote desert location in Iran. Other information about this rescue mission will be made
available to the American people when it is appropriate to do so.
There was no fighting; there was no combat. But to my deep regret, eight of the crewmen of the two aircraft which
collided were killed, and several other Americans were hurt in the accident. . . .
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No knowledge of this operation by any Iranian officials or authorities was evident to us until several hours after all
Americans were withdrawn from Iran. . . .
Planning for this rescue effort began shortly after our Embassy was seized, but for a number of reasons, I waited until
now to put those rescue plans into effect. To be feasible, this complex operation had to be the product of intensive
planning and intensive training and repeated rehearsal. However, a resolution of this crisis through negotiations and
with voluntary action on the part of the Iranian officials was obviously then, has been, and will be preferable. . . .
I ordered this rescue mission prepared in order to safeguard American lives, to protect America's national interests, and
to reduce the tensions in the world that have been caused among many nations as this crisis has continued. . . .
We have been disappointed before. We will not give up in our efforts. Throughout this extraordinarily difficult period,
we have pursued and will continue to pursue every possible avenue to secure the release of the hostages. In these
efforts, the support of the American people and of our friends throughout the world has been a most crucial element.
That support of other nations is even more important now.
We will seek to continue, along with other nations and with the officials of Iran, a prompt resolution of the crisis without
any loss of life and through peaceful and diplomatic means.
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